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this, the king began to walk over there. There was a goat standing on the
well and there was a she-goat inside it. She would uproot the grass and (with
it) would come out. Then the goat would seize it. Then the she-goat said :
* You snatch it again and again from me. Why don't you go and bring your-
self ?' At that the goat said : ' If I go inside, who knows, I may fall down.
If you fall down, I have many goats (to replace you).' The king was hear-
ing. * Have you, putting me off, thought me to be the king who is going to
Benares to die, on account of a woman.* The king stood there and listened.
Having heard (this), he took a staff and having called the queen began to
beat her, (saying): 'Will you insist further and ask'. (He) left her only
when she prayed for forgiveness. Both of them returned home and began to
rule.

May every one's good days return as did theirs.